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From the

Odes of Solomon

The Odes of Solomon are believed to have been written around the year 100 A.D.,
and include strong parallels to the Dead Sea Scrolls. Scholars have debated
whether the Odes should be considered Jewish, Christian or Gnostic, and whether
they were first written in Greek, Hebrew or Syriac. Early Christian writings refer
to and quote from them. An old Syriac manuscript containing the text of most of
the Odes was discovered in 1909 by the English scholar J. Rendel Harris, and other
partial texts in various languages have also been found. There are 42 Odes. Some
fragments are still missing from Odes I and III, and no part of Ode II has yet been
found.

I have selected text from four of the Odes of Solomon which I found particularly
compelling. The anonymous translation I have used comes from The Gnostic
Society Library.

Greg Bartholomew
October 7, 2000
Seattle



From Ode I

The Lord is on my head like a crown
And I shall not be without him.

From Ode II1

I clothe his limbs, his own limbs,
and hang from them. He loves me.

How would I know how to love the Lord
if he did not love me?

And who can tell us about love?

Only one who is loved.

I love the beloved, and my soul loves him.

I am where he reposes,

and I will be no stranger to him,

because he is not petty, my high merciful Lord.

I have gone to join him
for the lover has found his beloved.

From Ode XIV

As the eyes of a son to his father,
so my eyes turn to you, O Lord, at all times,
for with you are my consolation and joy.

Do not turn your mercy from me, O Lord,
nor your kindness,

but stretch out your right hand,

and be my guide to the end.

Care for me, save me from evil,

and let your gentleness and love be with me.
Teach me to sing of truth,

that I may engender fruit in you.

Open the harp of your holy spirit
so I may praise you, Lord, with all its notes.

From your sea of mercy, help me,
help me in my hour of need.

From Ode XVII

I was crowned by God, by a crown alive.
And my Lord justified me.

I was freed from myself and uncondemned.
The chains fell from my wrists.

The thought of truth drove me.
I walked to it and did not wander off.

He glorified me by kindness

and lifted my thought to truth.

I opened closed doors, shattered bars of iron.
My own shackles melted.

Nothing appeared closed
because I was the door to everything.

I freed slaves,
left no man in bonds.

I spread my knowledge and love,
and sowed my fruits in hearts
and transformed them.

I blessed them. They lived.
I gathered them and saved them.

They became the limbs of my body
and I was their head.

--anonymous translation excerpted from the
Gnostic Society Library
(www.webcom.com/~gnosis/library/odes.htm)



From Odes I & III of the Odes of Solomon

Dedicated to my first music teacher, Mary Christine Bartholomew

Greg Bartholomew
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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From Odes I & II1 of the Odes of Solomon
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Dedicated to my father, Fletcher Lavallee Bartholomew
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From Ode XIV of the Odes of Solomon

Greg Bartholomew
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From Ode XIV of the Odes of Solomon
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From Ode XIV of the Odes of Solomon
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4 From Ode XIV of the Odes of Solomon
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Dedicated to my sister, Annie Bartholomew

/=60
Greg Bartholomew
7 () |
p AN/ [>) ./
Y 4N Pl') - 3 - J - e 3 -
@—M 4 4
|
g - 3 - L -
Alto |Hen? D
ANSY 4 4
[Y)
mp
: = i > - S /i ® >y i
= t = ) _
! v ! \ o 4 ¢ 4 Y ‘ o
I was crowned by God,_ I was crowned by  God,
- e S
Bass |22 7 = 5 AT 2
V14 " — e 3 €
N !
J=60 I was crowned by God,
H 1
" - ) ¥ L — K —
#ﬁ b IU I/ I/ I N r I/ [ D] I 1 T
ANS"4 = b 3 [ IAY = & & [ I I
© o = bt [ 4 ;-"
Piano . ——
z bl o P E— .
S —b—4&— Y 1 1 £ 3—F e — ¥
7 h 1 I/ e — I I/ I L [ I/ I &
vV = | 3 I — 3 1
4 _—_—
/ Eg mp ‘ ‘ | \ —
: = \ |~ \ N—
P \ 9 | & ¥ = | ) E— —
& & V) o P & [ D P & & =
ANSY \ v \ ! ® 1 @ € \ = ® |
() — \
I was crowned by God. by a crown a - live.
m —_—
| P ‘
p AN/ - |~ K p— I I N p— \ Z%
Gob e  —— T 4
o 4 o o o o - o e ™ — a—
PY) ° °
I was crowned by God, by a crown a - live.
<
b i | —— X — I I —
(>~ = % o 0 1 — 7 1 1 7 — 7
ANSY 4 L B o ® | ®— 4
2 - = -
- I was crowned by God, by a  crown a - live.
. <
A e e i ST —
75— 4 \ ! ! ! ¢ ¢ - ; ‘ o ! %
D — ! 4 \ \ 4
\
I was crowned by God. by a  crown a - live.
4 | [— |
%@F—':g:' - 1 5— & & = | e — ———| %
<P i 7 T - < 4 o' < < d: Ha—
& : = i -

Pno

]

P S —— . N |
) I 174 I 51—‘—1

[ 1
R Y

NN

/1 I
- S

& &
< <

© 2000, 2003, 2006



From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

\\tv m N
el
-] i
I I | H = h
™~ - N
Cyail W ol
B2
Q| o QL
1 1 I -
ol E i
L M
2 ,
f.ri g i
3
~t ~y
AR s
Ly = il =) 1]
J cpnv J cpnv | YR cpnv 1 La) [
Prmi o ] o L - L d‘
R = 1 1Q =t N B2 1
\} S D S - 3 T
= A T (TR e o
1
L YRS AT YRR= TN Rl Y= - ]
~{ ~¢ A~ o
Ny iy e [y N Syl
IUM IUMU IVM | N W o
N N la.N | ml BN
Ny DN DO o NG A
\ P
————
1) <« T m 2
(=]

Tt e A sy
1 1 1
. < .
-9 8 NIl
(3]
N m | ‘N
| 1 1
-3 — oL
e YO YK YN
T~ o7~ 1
H g g
T =) N =) f\
AE :
< <
= =
=iw ;w
I I .
# g g [ (i
p.mJ e ,m N ,m '
o~ o~ ~g o1
1 fﬂM ~t 1 fﬂM ~t e N
4 4 il
g g
e e s
Q) Q)
| m 1 | m .TL 1
3= 3=
. - - .
~ ~ Q ™~
I I
N . . —
i BRI s &
i | < | |
N
N N G <
’ § N —— e’
< m m



From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

> > I
|y E 'y E ﬁ *
g g
A 3 N B
& &
N B N B Le
| I 1
v v
1Y = 1Y = :
s | [ VI
(o] (o]
2 2
| 1EEE = | 100 = (YK
o X o~ X o7 o7
3 3
il y
e E N £ T [¥a
O (3
< <
| || =] =) || [
LI oS 1} N
[ h g [ [ YHE = e e
LT o | el Pan!
g | 1In N g ) [ ¥n
~t T~ ~¢ T~ o7 o7
d41 Ty p G
k) o A~ L) o >t n.' o
wv wv
| A m N m TN
g g
| | 1S || 15 N
& &
~ 3 ~ 3 _
19| ] 151 1 19| 151 1 (11l '
3= 3=
3 3
™. W EAY W ™
L~ - R
Ny oy oy ul ATpRSH
| ¢ | &N | &N
N N | & _ |~
N deN N HL.N
< < o~ .
m O = D N A
\ o
N———
» < ~ m E
(=]

1y o _ ;
VE g M
o
>
~¢ Ll ..m ~C L]
| ]
=
HEE m ||
G
|| °© il
| £ ~
1 b | | 2 1 (1
=]
P an o
=
S
mE o ™o |d
2
1Ty o ~ TN ~d
| o ]
HEE =) LI
=
Lyl Gy I
=)
N ~
[ )
w 1 1 1
=) = 2
o9 o
g 2 1]
SRR i)
~G 1 ~¢ 1
| ] I ]
N2 ! A e (VAN
z z
‘1 2 ooz g Wl
I ;|
: aeeall u
T = = L\rk
& ™ 2 1l ™
v v
el R=) R=) Ll
1 um 1 L] um L) L
Q Q
1 5} I
~ ITn A~ L ITn e L
& &
[ Y0 m ~ [ 18I m ¢ L) o
z z
Dlu | VlD £ N ol
e e N . N “Ha Ten
< < -
N O O N Ny A
\ o
N———
%) < = m m




Pno

Pno

From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

23
N rallentando mf: poco accel.
p A ) N® o 4 >
5 - - ¥ o @ = -
(e’ D P VA 1 |
<Y — \
Q) T T
poco accel. Thethoughtof truth
e
f) | — mf
4D | I I I I
T 1 1 = = r
S r r - — | y
thoughtof truth drove me. Thethoughtof truth
mf
&%Fﬁjﬁ‘h:hg r  — - e p3 |
! ! P S— \ — = P P
v C— e h— °
The thought of truth  drove  me. The thought of truth. The
mf: o | |
D R — 73 L e i " J— - - 73 ‘
75, P /@ — ! [ PS
.\ T T
Thethought oftruthdrove me. The
poco accel.
Ay | Dpoco accel. rallentando K |
b - 2 e s
rS [ 4 I [ I
%ﬁfg—P—f r r — ] & r I ] F
) ] z 2 !h — J‘ g J‘ g ‘ F f -\9:
- 7 i —— m— =
) o f : se 7 7 2 | t E
27 poco rall. —————— C a tempo
7 () |
s r— i & A — -
6 s ==
) \ 4
drove me
——
| | \
AP — = — -
&>, s —
Py ~ o [ 4
— drove me.
I ———
#@ ; oy Z P L7 b -
(e | = = ® i P
D | 7
thought of truth
I ——
mf V)
@F@ Pl =) P & } \P \’ ? ?
P — \ = = 5t 7 [ \ 1 ! ! |
\ | | r ‘ ‘ —
thought of truth. The thought of truth drove me. I
a tempo
H | N
y a—— } e & o 7 ¥ -
o7y _ — —e ¢
o | ——y
- e N
/5% | —r—— _— | Lr
? ] ‘ L




From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon 5

30 1l
oco accel. poco rall. a tempo J—
7 () | P W!f \ o | | |
&% - o )P — —
o (X T e - |f e o e
) ‘ \ =
I walked to it and did not wan - der off.
——
0 | mf i — !
A | e = . - | _— 2
A J = \ — €
o — o o =
I walked to it. and did__ not wan - der off.
/ 'hlp| ¥ o NPT e o m ‘ |
T s> ™ r 7 LA — - \ i — i ——
5 ‘ ot | | —
I walked to it. And did not wan - der off.
——
), L *  —
O} ® - - [ ] P Q i
B 155 — ! o ¢ ! \ \ P
§ DD m— I ! — \
walked to it, and did not wan - der off.
n poco accel. poco rall. a tempo
P —— T Y e . ,‘ | | —— Y
'\:j,\'\ v ry .“!-\y r ‘ | ry ‘ ‘ (7] | = ry
Pno J_
F 2 s )4 s s =
F‘):Q > > E— ®
) f : e ——= == —
] y ! ‘ —_—
34 —_ [ — D —-— —
) | ! ! 4 } j ! X —— I X
o L \ NTO— 1 1 N4 ! ! !
I walked to it and did not wan-der off. He glo-ri-fiedme by kind - ness and
<
A | _— [ —— —3— —
o 1D | | | | | 4 | | J/ | D] I ' | [ N %
NS —— e e e =
D o o o o 4 o 4 . T " C—— . — ! !
o o o o o o - g = = o o -
I walked to it and did not wan-der off. He glo-ri-fiedme by kind-ness,  and
- i — — P——
0 | —3— ‘ ‘ ‘
y /m— ! !
T #ﬁ'm %m%m L - \ \
ANSY4 \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ v — 1 i —
§) \ \ \ \ \ 1 A \ 4 —— | r
I walked to it and did not wan-der off. He glo-ri-fiedme by kind - ness, and
—3— - —
DEa = g S gt et S e o e
B | /5% \ \ \ ¥ | \ \ \ \ y /i y—4 I —— % \ \
§ P \ \ \ L \ \ \ \ \ f _ ‘ f \. \ \
I walked to it and did not wan-der off. He glo-ri-fiedme by kind-ness,  and
H L [ [ R r_3
O 5 3 5 e o
2 =2 s
Pno —3 —
T 4 1




Pno

Pno

From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

39 _—_ D — —
/9 l[) |_3_| } 3 . )/ f
&, o e 1f sirlire v fl e -
\ \ v \ —— ‘ ‘
lift- ed mythoughts  to truth. I o-penedcloseddoors, shat- terred bars of
< ,—3—| ——
3
e e e e e s P . S —al ;
4 7 m ® I 1h | e P —
lift- ed mythoughts  to truth. I 0-penedclosed doors, shat- terred bars of
_— —_—
) | —3— o T 3 o S
£ 1' }0 5 7— y/— ! ! 7 4 ¢ ! ! ! : D
?y —— } ‘ \ 4 \ — ‘ ‘ \ | ; 4
lift- ed mythoughts  to truth. I o-penedcloseddoors, shat - terredbars of
—_—_—
—_— —3—
e e o ® & = e e e e £ e ° o =
L L o i i } } o [ — | ! 4y ! ! ! 4
.4 Pl') IV | | | } ! ! ! / ! / Z & — [ ’
N
" lift- ed mythoughts  to truth. I o-pened closeddoors, shat -terredbars of
/I e . , [ — | |
Gy s s 8 s s s 8 v} F oo g 2
© ! [N E— \ —_—
—3— 3 .
e, 588 ¢ S |E % s | 58 % & . g = 5 %
I'. I[)Ub } } } i } } yV L7 } !t.; L I [ [ L7 Z 'l\ [ [ } 'V
43
m
’ 9 ] lV ! ? - -— Mf T i i [ J [#] ¥
O"b o o B
ry) o @ ® \ \
1 - Ton. My ownshack-les melt-ed.
P’ A lV ! mrﬁ - -— m,f T i i [ J [#] ¥
O"b o o B
ry) o @ ® \ \
1 - Ton. My ownshack-les melt-ed.
n | >mp ZLf _ ‘r\
RSS2 RS - -
§) ‘1 - rl)n The thoughtof truth. — |
My own shack - les melt- ed.
J’ ~o- mf
Ol R \0 [ J = - -
i — o a— — I — e —
N mp 7 N \—‘ ‘ e
1 - ron. My own shack - les melt- ed.__
| , , ,
) | | n T i | » (72 ¥
Vv 0 | I [ & | I rS
'\.’jz“ e - & o 1 1
D T e — -
T ‘ ’ —" = ¢




From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

4
7 () |
o D L) ] I/
S 1] - 9 - 3 -
o * *
3
|  —— |
o D - Q - J/ | | | | | I |
A 'I’\nr) If) J e 3 | [ \. [ [
O * * - =
No - thing ap - peared closed be - cause
—3— —3 1 31 ‘
| @ P @ P> @ { — 1 [
RS adad) S AP TR & -
5) i ; — ; |
No-thing ap - pearedclosed be-cause [wasthe door toev-'ry- thing.
B ":| If) - 3 - '-’i -
(= 4 4
N
y = 3 = e,
H—7 4 4 -
[y 3 ¢
Pno —3— —3— 17\«3 -
o—— F £ = £ £ £ FfPLSf. s
) ; | I i — D ; —— W‘ '-,i ] —
P i 3 —_ i L
5
/ 9 1 ll) | —4 \0/\4,
s [ 6% - - - i~ %
ry) \
I freed
n . A2 3 ‘
A —— - 5 -
A’ v oo o o o o o - %
Iwasthedoor to ev-'ry- thing.
3
I —3— a1
o D [ . ® o [ ~
T @b‘ b !7} '—}W{?ﬁ} ! i Lr Z r ¢ -
5) 1 I ‘ T E 1 I — T
No - thingap -pearedclosed be-cause Iwasthedoor to ev-'ry - thing.
3 —3 * .
B b - i 'W? I —— > P Z——
b —_— = = &
N !
No - thingap - pearedclosed be-cause Iwasthedoor to ev-'ry - thing.
)
I — 3 ‘ P
S 1D I I I T | | | I -4 [
. | ¢ d o] o = = 5 - | —r
I
Pno 3 3 -
F . E i % i ;:'7.9_4' = o
257, - | s = === ===" ¢ - 4




From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

ot cad c ot
7 g
& g
| E
=]
| (=]
| = | 1
O 15
g
o 2
Uy Sun Tt Uy
=
e 8
&
|
| 1
~ Q| —
A~
Q] .m A~
oy A AN MO
| | .8
o
<
g
=]
I, b=
] | 1
famt
N .
g
e
? e Ny [y
I )IU Al
\ Imhv RN 1
X A\ &
L LS —
wn < = an] 2
(=]

S S S s o
~d 1717 —
| | By
Q] m L 1 m
YN YN CYONN (g S
= =
5 5
A~ A~ m m ~y
L 2 el ]] 2
N5 ol 3
QL 7 N v 7 J
o LY .
s s |
[ 18 e e 1 )
172} 172} |
L L L
[Ts |7
| Q L | | Q
N m m ~y P L)
IR N
[T o | o
M W Iy W NG
o~ BN QL = (1N = B
U U S S - o
3 3
o o
|| rmm | rmm
|
R .
N
(A (A R
™ | e
Imhv Imhv len
N N Lo e
\ o \
%) <« ~ m




Pno

Pno

From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon G 9
62
r () —

o DV o O |
P\ hHh | K - - o Yy 1 [ & ® Y 2 -
D4 T L —(— ¢

[Y) — |

Myown shack-les melt- ed.__

o lf)

7\ b |4 - - - - -
[ an WV

Y 4

[Y)

- 5 }0 ¥ ! i o |
7—r— ! f f f) ¢ e f —
— | - \
Myown shack-les melt ed.__ I spreadmy know- ledge
I m | e
\ ID_Q | \ ¥ -
i | Py ﬁ
go 2 : e —— !
= \ \ \ =
freed slaves, left nomanin bonds. I spreadmy know- ledge
y S = = - = 3 =
l\f-y\'\ VD “’i 7 & €
[y 7 ¢ e v w
s T ggﬁ
e /—— do o & =
R = 1 1 1 E—
67
/ILL) Ihl[)l - i i | A ¥ ;—" 2 Ihl[)
(>0 —— - e T — — p
Y o % | \ | — ¢
[Y) = — ‘ | e
I spread my know ledge and love, know ledge and love,
| — ‘ ‘ p— | |

D | | | | [ I I I I P
&b - et e, - b
8 e o o $ S S o

Q) S — 0\ ?

I spread my know ledge  and love, know ledge  and love,

[/ T — i L
Gob e, o - - L, e 53535 3 b
Y - P ———r—— \

3) \ \ S— \ |

___ andlove. I spread my know ledge_ and love,
~ et
) | 4 !
b 1 - - —_— b
G 7 o ! \ \ — \ P
N — \ \ \ ) \
— andlove I spread my know ledge___ and love,
| | — |
&> - — . - : 52
ANS"4 &
D) e N | |
~— rn
&)y | —P 4 ]
—-l;.‘= = = I I I [ I I I I})U
N I I I I— I I




From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

72
r {)

U

them.
them.
them.
them.

fr—

—

ga-theredthem and
ga-theredthem and

Y/

mp
mp

I

and trans - formed
and trans - formed
and trans - formed
and trans - formed

them.

hearts,

in

ga-theredthem andsaved

I sowed my fruit

mp

They lived.
They lived.
They lived.
They lived.

-
2D
qe-

in hearts
in hearts

them.
them.
them.
them.

I blessed
I blessed
I blessed

and sowed my fruit
I blessed

and sowed my fruit

1
P

b4
| fan N
b4

)i
77
(>
\

10




11

From Ode XVII of the Odes of Solomon

I/
o 3
124

P

b4
y At

Y/

1

| fan N

them.

saved_

of my bo-dy_

— —

\
limbs

be-came the

i

They

them.

saved__

—

)i

of my bo- dy

limbs

be-came the

They

Ve o o o

e

O

A

PS en

O

P
&

87

\

xﬁvo m, T m, | HA m, | m, L) LY
M|
s TN 5 QL % RS .
8 || 1 7 1Y
e} o n .
. k: m\ J k: N E u o
A 1S M " - ¥ e
~ 2 L= _
5] L] 5] aE 5] 5] xﬁ .
Al m m \ m Al m ﬁ
| 8 e 8 ol 2 V|| 2 Y
> > > >
TN 2 p.mJ e 2 p.mJ N2 )V || 2 1)
= = = =
~ TN T~ o7 o]
. AN ™ ‘HVv
vz i
| NH# Lw An#
e g e
\\\1 3 1N n N .ﬁw‘l
N‘\ 2 Bt
) E i
Pan .upmv AD
|
. )
1 m ||
H 5
u o
P e
L o
g ‘2 Ao 1 %
N N N al N
1a N N 1a [den
Do N  NOe= N PN
d N————
= m 2
(=]




den N N e HL.N HL.N
AN o N o~ a7 a7
Ul Y'a g -\\A. “ Ty ?JV SEMV
. =] Ll =] . =] AREE =]
N $ NN E RN 5 NN S
e 1)
ﬁ 2 5 5 5 ﬁ
= | JEC 2 8 2 Vel
3 3 3 3
m Q] S Q| S H- 2 Q| S I \HAR
s Q| ~ Q| —~ ||~ Q| ~ “w | ({ YIAN
—
=]
wm AN oN o~ a7 a7
e PEN
m N i ~ (Ya Nl ws e
9]
=
© s - 4 4
: S\ BTosy B OGN T K B %
m 5 QL 2 5 Q 8 2 QL 8 5 QL] 2 NV}
ey
© B B B B
=  JRE g  TRAR  TRAR sl o
V ©n i ©n ©n ©n
e  YRERR g o€ o« ¢ wl W
J)
=
o
m N BERN — QL ~ QL] ~ [
m n&ﬂ TN Sy \ A SIS
S
SN 2 SN B OSlel B OSlelll B4 .
N s B s 3 s S < "
5 5 3 3
“ ~t “ ~¢ A~ ~e ~y ~y
S I e e
T 8 e 8 TN 8 o B TN
- —a - g - Tl
DAL DNOe DNOe N NEe
(=) \ £
N ——
(e}
~ 2 < = 2] 2
o

0 m 0 m 0 m 0 m oal dlo
S N 2 e 2 ] S N L
= = = =
o o o o
L] (=] L] (=] [ (=] | (=]
B . i
— — — —
H o R H o - o i F
o0
M %
NN = e = TN = T = L
~>g ~>¢ ~
I I ]
g . < it
Q nw Q| nw \
e 2 AR e
= =
2 2
o = -
I 5 5 I ]
N m N m “
(e}
o 3
I I
) L - L — )
—m_ N N 1 m BN ALN
N Je O & N A
" | N —
%) <« = m m






